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ABSTRACT
(R. Andrews, 9-76)

56-58 South Potomac Street circa 1820s or 1830s
Hagerstown
Washington County

This two and a half story high brick building is one of several
pre-Civil War period structures standing in downtown Hagerstown. It is
primarily significant, however, because the building is one of only a few
of these structures which retain the original configuration and
fenestration arrangements.

Erected in the early to mid nineteenth century, probably the
1820s, the building exemplifies the Neoclassical influenced form of
construction which was common in Hagerstown in the first half of the 1800s.
The building has a symmetrical facade (four bays), a steeply pitched gable
roof, internal end chimneys, and double-hung, wooden sash windows with
muTtiple Tights and narrow frames. Although the building was altered in
later years, the upper stories, and possibly the facade dormers, are
original.

The building was probably erected as a residence. It is quite
similar in form to several houses on this street as shown in a mid
nineteenth century stereographic view of the Public Square area. As the
central business area was expanded in the late nineteenth century, the
building was adopted for commercial purposes with the installation of two
shop fronts on the west or Potomac Street elevation. The store fronts
still retain much of the original decorative detailing.

ATthough the exterior walls were resurfaced in recent years, the
building performs an important function in the streetscape by terminating
the sharply contrasting lines and styles which accentuate the street.

The contrast, though harmonious, is particularly evident in comparing
this building with rectangular lines to the Romanesque influenced Masonic
Temple with round arches which stands immediately to the north.
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STATUS
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CITY OR TOWN:
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X] Altered {71 Uncitered ] Moved [X] Original Site

CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A 4D QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Known as 56-58 South Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington
County, the building is situated on the east side of the street, at the
intersection of Antietam Street (northeast corner), in the first block
south of Public Square.

- The building is an early to mid nineteenth century Neoclassical
influenced brick structure. Abutting the sidewalk and the south and west
sides and nearly the neighboring structure to the north, the building is
" two and a half stories high with a gable roof. A two and a half story
high el and a further addition project from the east of rear elevation
and is in line with the south wall of the main structure. The ridge of
the roof runs in a north-south direction,

The structure is four bays wide across the facade and is four
bays deep plus the four bays along the wing. It has two gable-roofed
roof dormers with windows on the front and single interior end chimneys
on the north and south sides. The south and west elevations are covered
with a new surface of bricking which was applied in recent years. The
roof is covered with asphalt shingles.

The principal facade (west elevation) is symmetrically arranged
with four windows on the second story and two shop fronts on the ground
floor. The upper story windows probably are original and are the double-
hung, wooden sash type with narrow frames and six-over-six lights. The
shop fronts were installed in the late 1800s and have been altered in
recent years but do still retain the original delineating cornices, end
brackets, and surrounds. The south stone front has a diagonally placed
doorway on the corner with a vaguely classical, fluted metal column
supporting the upper stories. A cornice with small brackets, possibly
original in part, runs along the top of the facade.

A shelf-Tike balcony with recent vintage metal balustrades runs
along the base of the three northern windows of the facade. A metal
fire escape runs across the facade roof, connecting the dormers, and
down the north side of the building.

Most of the windows of the south or Antietam Street elevation
are believed to contain original sashes and frames, including the two in
the gable and those of the wing. The windows have six-over-six lights
in double-hung, wooden sashes. The two doorways along this side were
jnstalled years after the building was erected. The door in the main
section was probably opened in the late nineteenth century, and the one
in the wing probably a few years ago.

A one story brick faced extension was added in recent years to
the east end of the wing.

A doorway with late nineteenth century decorative detailing
similar to that of the store fronts but not identical stands to the north
abutting this building and the one to the north. This doorway leads into

The open passage between the buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two and a half story high brick building is one of several
pre-Civil War period structures standing in downtown Hagerstown. It is
primarily significant, however, because the building is one of only a few
of these structures which retain the original configuration and
fenestration arrangements.

Erected in the early to mid nineteenth century, probably the
1820s, the building exemplifies the Neoclassical influenced form of
construction which was common in Hagerstown in the first half of the
1800s. The building has a symmetrical facade (four bays), a steeply
pitched gable roof, internal end chimneys, and double-hung, wooden sash
windows with multiple lights and narrow frames. Although the building
was altered in later years, the upper stories, and possibly the facade
dormers, are original.

The building was probably erected as a residence. It is quite
similar in form to several houses on this street as shown in a mid-
nineteenth century stereographic view of the Public Square area. As the
central business area was expanded in the late nineteenth century, the
building was adopted for commercial purposes with the installation of two
shop fronts on the west or Potomac Street elevation. The store fronts
still retain much of the original decorative detailing.

ATthough the exterior walls were resurfaced in recent years, the
building performs an important function in the streetscape by terminating
the sharply contrasting lines and styles which accentuate the street.

The contrast, though harmonious, is particularly evident in comparing
this building with rectangular lines to the Romanesque influenced Masonic
Temple with round arches which stands immediately to the north. )

PSS - 709




WA-NRG L

Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.

TITUDE AND LLONGITUDE COORDINATES | LATITUOE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
IR OF LES5 THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutés Seconds
Nw [~} » » o ) ” [+] " » o £ ]
NE -] ’ " -] ) ”»
SE -] ] " (<] 13 ”
SW [-] ) ” (-] ’ »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROFERTY:

éAcreage Justification:

|
i
i

The property measures approximately 41% x 121°.

NAME AND TITLE:

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe)
ORGANIZATION DATE

City of Hagerstown Sept. 21, 1976
STREET AND NUMBER:

City Hall
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown Maryland

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National {7} State [ Local [

Signature
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: ———= Property is mentioned in the NR or State or local district documentation in Section w7 page T e

e b LR PR CNS P LI AKer B AeURISAMpAND Fieoiit )
G . ——

ZL <L (3) For properties less than 50 years old: |
the hi_storical merits of the district (the periods and areas of significance) are documenth‘ig the National Register form or
district documentation on file as less than 50 years old, justifying the certification of this property’s contribution,

e

Mhet Sy ———— the exceptional historical or architectural significance of this property as described in the National Register form or district
s ek et _.:.5 documentation on file justifies its certification as contributing. f e
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fisimneus A The status of the nomination for the property/historic district: ' &
- Nomination has already been submitted to State review board, and nomination will be forwarded to the NPS within
e e e a o THONtHS. (Draft nomination is enclosed.)
ff’f,_» : 4~ Nomination was submitted to the NPS on o A
S e Lol . — Nomination will be submitted to the State review board within tweilve months. : Lave;

Nomination process likely will be completed within thirty months.
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B. Evaluation of the property:

Property is individually eligible and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation
Property is located within a potential registered district that meets National Register
- .+~ Criteria for Evaluation: ___ A ____ B ey Gl D

' - Criteria Considerations: __A__B__ C__D__E__F__ G

(5) The property is located in a registered district, is outside the period(s) or area(s) of significance as documented In the NR form and:
=~ 3 appears to contribute to the expanded significance of the district. Enclosed is the revised nomination documentation.
does not appear to contribute to the period(s) or area(s) of significance of the district.
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NUMBER | Dascribe and evaluate the physical characteristics of the property, its mtegrlty, and its significance within the context of the historic district
3 (or individually for preliminary determinations of individual listings).:: £
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BUILPINGS REMANING B RATERSTOWN . AR MEMTOES W Tre mcwseo NR PigT<r
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@i~ -+ This application for the above-named property has been reviewed by __ TNCHAEL DAY : ,
‘/a professmnally qualified architect, architectural historian, or historian on my staff.
The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic dlstrlct ontrlbutes to the 5|gnlf|canoe of the district, and is
a-*“‘certified historic structure” for the purpose ‘of rehabilitation. 25
___The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic dlstrlct oontrlbutes to the slgnmcance of the district, and Is a
“certified hlstorlc structure" for a charltable oontrlbutlon for oonservatlon lpurposes. |n acoordance wnth the Tax Treatment Extensmn
B S S Ac‘ of 1980 £ A e - v e e I T s GRS I MR R L o
____The property does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. sy -
7= . The property appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will Ilkely be nommated .
 %.:=_.The property does not appear to-meet the National Register. Criteria for Evaluation and will not be nominated.>z %3 {f; ;. =
—__The property appears to contribute to the significance of a: \
1 ——potential historic district which appears to meet the National Reglster Crlterla for Evaluatlon and will- I|kely be nomlnated J
____registered historic district but is outside the period(s) or areas of significance as documented In the Natlonal Register nommatlon
or district documentation on file with the NPS-Revised nomination or district documentation is enclosed.
____The property should be denied a preliminary determination that it could qualify as a cemfled historlc’ structure
—Insufficient documentation has been prowded to evaluate the structure .

A e

’Precedent-settlng case

" -_See attachments:™ it g7 i e v

NPS Comments: -~ 00T o et et e ' . B
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. Date_ .. e =, NPS Reviewer
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Project No:
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TOHH VU100
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tructions carefully before completmg applrcatlon No certification will be made unless a completed.applrcatron form has been r’ec

. Instructions: Read the ins
ype or print clearly in black ink. If _additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or. attach blank sheets.

i it ek

i certlfrcatron that the burldmg contributes to the srgmfrcance of the above—named hrstonc district for the purpose of rehabilitation.
certrfrcatron that the structuré of building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contiibutes to the
- significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.

* certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

: prelrmrnary determination for individual listing in the National Register.. .- .
“preliminary determination that a building located within a ‘potential historic district contrrbutes to the srgnmcance of the district.

: prelimina determrnatron that a burldmg outsrde the perlod or area of srgnrfrcance contributes to the srgnlflcance of the district. ... ..

Haqerstown

Fical N Uy

Daytrme Telephone Number

By ’r_

(301)° 791-2922

to the best of my knowledge correct and that l own the property descnbed above. | understand that ...
his appllcatron is subject to crrmmal sanctions of up to $+67000 in finésorg pnsonment for up to frve years pursuan

6/1/87%7

falsrfrcatlon of factual representatlons in t

Date

City . T—'la gers £ own

79726204

Daytrme Telephone Number ( 3 4} 'I I

ontnbutes to the srgnrfrcance of the above—named district and is a “certmed historic structure” for the purpose of rehabllrtatlon
ontributes to the significance of the above-named district and |s a “certrfred historic structure" for a charitable contrrbutron for conservation urposes rn a

cordance wrth the Tax Treatment Extensron Act of 1980.

3 appears to meet the Natnonal Reglster Crltena or Evaluatron and will lrkely be llsted in the National Fleglster of Historic Places i nom|nated by the State
" Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. i ot
does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be Irsted in the Natronal Flegrster
* appears to contribute to the stgmflcance of a potentral historic district, which will likely be listed in the Natlonal Register of Hrstorlc Places if nominated by the E

. State Historic Preservation Officer.
“appears to contribute to the significance of a regist

. Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS.

‘does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure. = -

ered historic district but is out5|de the period or area of srgmflcance as documented in the National

National Park Service OffrceIT elephone No:

National Park Service Authorized Signature
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* Properiy Address -~ Hagerstown, Marylands
1roperty fdcress = >

5, Description of physical appearancei

The Sekula;Bulldlng is a two—story c. 1830masonrywbu11d1ngr four .

bays wlde and” four bays deep.with A. four. bay wide ."ell™. .facing e
. Antietam Street.; During a ¢.+1940's: renovation,= the: west front=: =
facade“elevation and the" south’facade were  faced’ W1th a (simulated.”
~. brick) concrete surface treatment on. alli the: ‘exposed exterior walls ;=
- with: the exceptlon of . the north wall”adjacentuto the Maspnlc Temple..

,Durlng the: 1940 s- 50 s renovatlon'work -a. one- story:* rectangular

brick add1t10n,‘w1th a-flat. roof: was.. constructed on, the east gable . - ..
énd- elevation of the ell." A narrow Wood frame” structure was attached e
to the left of the original brick. building on-the north exterior

~wall.: This sectlon was added when the late Victorian storefronts
- were J.nstalled.‘:_a‘j

1830 SourceofDate Equtlnc ey dpncp and rpqparch
) qusofmmmmms Yarlnus_later_addltlons,-

Has butldtng been moved? [ ves K1 no. If so, when? __-- . : e e I s

Date of Constructton c

6. Statement of significance: -
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' CONTINUATION/AMENDMENT SHEET,}_ 3 om i :
- WieNAG 77¢

v sekula Property
" 2roperty Name -

4,56 and 58 South Potomac St.;~

_ Property Address ‘Hagerstown 7 "Maryland -

Certlflcatlon Apphcatlon NG

'(Description of Physical Appearance)
Instructions. Read the instructions carefully before completing. Type, or print clearly in black mk Use this sheet to contmue sections of the Part 1 and Part 2 ap-
- plication, or to amend an application already submitted. Photocopy additional sheets as needed.

" This sheet: & continues Part 1 13 continues Part 2. [J amends Part 1" D amends Part 2 = NPS Project Number:

The building was- orlglnally built as a dwelling.  The front eleva-
~tion could have had a center door flanked by two (2) windows on
: elther side. The first floor elevations were altered and a commer-
'cial storefront installed about _19Q@Z.- At this time- major portlons
“of brick masonry were removed, steel beams and cast iron corner
post (1 column) were 1nstalled to proV1de openlngs for the late
Vlctorlan‘wood and glass storefront » R

The most recent brlck addltlon to the bulldlng was constructed be-
tween 1940-50 and contains apartment space. -~ This portlon of the
building is not significant to the structure. The second floor and
attic space of the building as well as the second and first floor of
the "ell";are d1v1ded 1nto apartments.

Therexare no traces of slgnlflcant orlglnal interior trim or moldlng
in the first floor of the front portion of. the building remaining.
No. flreplace mantles remain and the flooring has been replaced.
Dlagonally laid narrow board maple flooring:installed early in the

- <z The. exterlor w1ndows 1n the- orlglnal house and the ell are

g-e 'alteratlons, the double—hung sash were" removed S
when:the brlck front was:.removed at the lst- floor; so that large

* “windows: with wooden panels underneath; could be installed. A portlon
fﬁof thlS storefront was removed in the -20th C. and the present inappro-

o D,;The Natlonal Park Serytce has determlned that these project am ndmentswr‘heet theSecretary of the Interior’s “‘Standards
=7+ for Rehabilitation:**: g R

D The National Park Serwce has determmed that these project'arhendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior’s
P “‘Standards for Rehablhtatlon 7 T e

Natlonal Park Servtce Authonzed Slgnature - National Park Service Otfice/T elephone No.
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CONTINUATION/AMENDMENT SHEET WA- HHG - 7¢

Hustonc Preservatlon‘ )
Certification Appllcatuon

: c Stxeet
ﬁﬁwwf@?§ Hagerstown, Maryland

) Qanla Drnnprfv
. Property Name e

1898 and one dated Mazch 7, 1889
conveyed a.double. two-story. br;ck bu;ldlng from Samuel Se;bext tQ

Two™ deeds;” 6ne»déted*August@27

-Harry,and Sarah‘EaVey for® $2,650,00.

_,OHhAprll 24;,1&06 the~property was‘purchased by‘Thomas B South e
for $18 OOO 00" (leer 123 FQllO 7331 rne

‘The structure has evolved from a quest two—story, c. 1830 dwell;ng
into: a- bulldlng with mixed<uses. - It was: altered for commercial use:
at the first floor level and has remained in commer¢ial use until ERE :

_+~the present, contrlbutlng to twentieth century commerc1al hlstory ‘ 4

Lofr Hagerstown for p0551bly more than 87 years. <L




UMD Appivved
No. 1024-0009

s CONTINUATION/AMENDMENT SHEET . {”%N A( /”J
L RO R ALECATR R 3’“ ;EW-:L .

Form 10-168b .
‘ Rev. 12/86 .~

Sekulah Pro 'e]':é‘f} aa ' Historic Preservatlon
’ P Y -~ - - Certification Apphcatlon

Gd

Property Name -
54,56 and 58 South Potomac Street

PR - )

;PmNWAmmﬁ Hagerstown, Maryland 7:'(Statement of Slgnlflcance) /

" Instructions. Read the instructions carefully before completing. Type, or print clearly in black ink. Use this sheet 10 ‘continue sections of the Part 1 and Part 2 ap-

- plication, or to amend an application already submitted. Photocopy additional sheets as needed. .
D amends Part 2 NPS Pro;ect Number:

the corner of Potomac Street and
n 1mportantﬁanchor element in’ the T

i This sheet: [X continues Part 1 O contmues Part 2 O amends Part 1

The Sekula Bulldlng is_ located on
_Antietam Street, a key corner and a
streetscape. ROEE

,~Thomas B
" pusiness in‘the building.-
VlOl and’ lla I} Updegraff on Aprll

;,J. Frank and Walter Roessner bought~the bulldlng from South on’ Aprll
20, 1921. South was probably the person who altered the building
_and 1nstalled the wood and glass storefronts and the corner entrance.

guarter of the 20th C., indicate
probably a grocery type store. .

rson to operate a’ commercral

South was probably the flrst pe
bulldlng from L1221e

South purchased the”
245 1906.

ffEarly”postcards taken durlng the lst
'that the flrst flooryhgused a store,

to commerce in downtown Hagerstown‘“

The bulldlng has contrlbuted
throughout the 20th century; and has thereby contrlbuted to the o
Hagerstown Commercmal Core Hlstorlc Dlstrlct. I B . -’“’,t

=ﬁand<records'indicate*that when the executors for John Roblnson and e,

John:Gii Young. sold:the: property. located at- the corner: of Potomac, and )

Fast 'Antietam’ (Lot 107)+ to Jacob and Elizabeth. Stoner, with ' a deed’
for the amount of" $600.00, it was descrlbed,,

dated November 12, 1847
aAll that weather boarded dwelling house and half. lot.

deceased (no deed glven),rmarked

as follows.-
(Liber  IN2 FOllO 887)

round belonglng to Anna. Barr,
n the:Plat. of Hagerstown.

?

ded dwelllng house
Potomac and East ~
and known as.

“two-story weatherboar

gahhalf ground - lot sltuated on. the corner of.

Twitht 4l foot: front ‘and-runs- back 240- feet,
- 4107~ He- pald $1,140.00 to.the Stoner heirs, Elizabeth,

Sarah and _Isaiah Stoner, Effzﬁézf;l4§;£§§;? (leer 15, Folio 426)
Sigpatuge” —L 1h9g:°9‘% raolia 2537
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o Daytnme Telephone Number e

Zp S D1 T

endments meet the Secretary of the tntenor s “Stan Aards o '

e orRehabﬂnahon
. O The National Park S
; “Standards for Rehabilitation.”

ervice has determmed that these pro;ect amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Intenor s

National Park Service Authonzed Srgnature - _ National Park Service Office/Telephone No. . j.vb'

(See back of sheet)
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each building is identified as to
contributive value to significance of
the district - see reverse of map for Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
code identification

Hagerstown Commerical Core Historic District

entered into National Register 17 Jan. 1983

K~ AAG - 76

e ———— — ————————— —
- ~ —u




WA- HAC-116

Biv

.. Burhans

Bester

Eemep

ntge

hcot

\
)

e

56-58 South Potomac Street
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